Museum of American Finance

In Association with the Smithsonian Institution
Backgrounder on 48 Wall Street

The Museum’s new home at 48 Wall Street is located in the heart of New York’s financial district on the corner of Wall and William Streets, just one block east of the New York Stock Exchange.  The 36-story 1927 landmark building was home to the Bank of New York through 1998, and has retained much of its wonderful architectural detail.

There is perhaps no more appropriate home for the Museum of American Finance than the former headquarters of New York’s first bank.  The Bank of New York was founded in February 1784 by our first Treasury Secretary, Alexander Hamilton, and it opened its first building at the Walton House in Lower Manhattan on June 9, 1784, only a few months after the departure of British troops from American soil.  In 1797, the Bank laid the cornerstone for its first building at 48 Wall Street – a handsome two-story Georgian building that served as the bank’s headquarters through the beginning of the 19th century.  Although the original building no longer stands, its cornerstone can be seen at the current 48 Wall Street building. 

The Museum occupies 30,000 sq. ft. of space on three floors at 48 Wall Street.  The main exhibition space is located in the building’s former banking hall on the Grand Mezzanine level, opening directly onto Wall Street.  This space features 30-foot ceilings, magnificent windows, arched wall panels with murals depicting various aspects of commerce and banking, and an elaborate marble staircase, floors and paneling.   The Museum’s other two floors feature a 250-seat auditorium, a state-of-the-art educational facility, library, archives, and offices.

48 Wall Street is owned and managed by Swig Burris Equities, LLC, a real estate development, investment and management firm based in New York City.
